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Dear Examiner Berman: 

Thank you for your time and effort with regard to the present application. Pursuant to 
our telephonic discussion conducted on April 7, 2008, please fmd attached a proposed set 
of amended independent claims. These amendments incorporate suggestions made 
during our discussion that you indicated may address your concerns in connection with 
the outstanding rejections 35 U.S.C §101. 

Should you find these amendments to overcome the outstanding rejections under 35 
U.S.C. §101 related to these claims, you are authorized by us to enter these amendments 
as an Examiner's amendment in order to expedite allowance of the present application. 

If you have any questions or other concerns regarding these amendments, please feel free 
to call me through the number given below. Alternatively, if you feel a telephonic 
discussion is necessar>' to review these amendments, please contact us with a preferred 
date and time, and we will make ourselves available. 

Thank you again for your tune and consideration. They are much appreciated. 
Best regards, 

-Brian Steed and Nilesh Amin 
Amin, Turocy, and Calvin, LLP 
24th Floor, National City Center 
1900 E. 9th Street 
Cleveland, OH 441 14 
216-696-8730 
216-696-8731 (Facsimile) 
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Amendments to the Claims 

1 . (Ciirrently Amended) A system embodied on a computer-readable storage 
medium that facilitates decision tree learning, comprising: 

a learning component thart: generates non-standardized data having a non-zero 
mean that relates to a split in a decision tree, the non-standarriiz ed data related to a 
statistical model that prodiuoed the decision tree: and 

a scoring component that assigns a score to the split as if the non-standardized 
data at a subset of leaves of the decision tree had been at least one of shifted or scaled, the 
non-standardized data is af least one of virtually shifted through omission of a matrix 
operation or virtually scaled through modification of a subset of elements relating to a 
covariance matrix, the score is at l e ast one of stored on a computer readable storage 
modium, display e d on a display d e vic e , e mployed by on e or more processes e xecuting on 
on e or mor e procoGGors, or transmittod b e twe e n two or mor e proc e ss e s ex e cuting on one 
or mor e processors employed to evaluate the performance of the statistical model for a 
data mining application that evaluates personal data . 
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1 1 . (Cxirxently Amended) A system embodied on a computer-readable storage 
medium that facilitates data mining, comprising: 

means for automatically generating a set of non- standardized data for a statistical 
rood fi!; associated with a set or subset of data relating to a continuous variable, the non- 
standardized data associated with a split in a decision tree and having a non-zero mean : 
and 

means for automatically assigning a score to the split as if the non-standardized 
data were at least one of sJiifiied or scaled, liie non-standardized data is at least one of 
virtually shifted by omitting a matrix operation from automatically scoring the split or 
virtually scaled by modifying a subset of elements relating to a covariance matrix, the 
score is at l e ast on e of stored on a oompul e r r e adable storag e m e dium, displayed on a 
display d e vice, e mployed by one or mor e proo e sso s ox o cuting on one or mor e proc e ssors ? 
or transmitt e d bct vvoo n two or mor e procoos os e x e cuting on one or moro proc e ssors 
employed to evaluate the performance of the statistical mode l thaf prnH uced the decision 
tree for a data mining application that evaluates personal data . 
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14. (Cxirrently Amended) A computer-implemented method that fecilitates decision 
tree learning, comprising: 

determining whether to perform a virtual shifting operation on a non-standardized 
set of data with a non-zero mean associated with leaves of a decision tre e, the non- 
standardized data related to a statistical model that tJroduced the decision tree: 

determining whether to perform a virtual scaling operation on the non- 
standardized set of data; and 

automatically assigning scores to the leaves based in part upon the determinations 
of whether to perfbnn the virtual shifting and virtual scaling operations, the virtual 
shifiting operation includes omitting a matrix operation from the ass^nment of scores and 
the virtual scaling operation includes modifying a subset of elements relating to a 
covariance matrix, the scores are at l e ast ono of istorod on a computor loadabl e storag e 
MttsdiuTn, display e d on a di i r ^ lay d e vic e , e mployed by one or moro prooossoa executing on 
ono or mor e proc e ssors, or tranamittod between two or more proc e s se s e x e cuting oo ono 
or moro proc e ssors employed to evaluate the performance of the statbtical model for a 
data mining application that evaluates personal data . 
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21 . (Currently Amended) A computer readable storage medium that includes a 
tangible component that has a data structure stored thereon, comprising: 

a first set of data fields describing a non-standardized set or subset of data having 
a non-zero mean relating to a continuous variable, the non-staTiHardiy^H data related to a 
statistical model: 

a second set of data fields describing a decision tree and associated branche s, the 
decision tree produced by the statistical model : and 

a third set of data fields describing a score for the branches, the score computed 
for the branches as if the non-standardized set or subset of data had been shifted or 
scaled, the non-standardized set or subset is at least one of virtually shifted by omission 
of a matrix operation fi-om the computed score or virtually scaled by modification of a 
subset of elements relating to a co variance matrix, the score is at locut on e of ptorod on a 
comput e r r e adabl e storag e modium, displa > -ed on a difiplay dovico, employed by one or 
more pre ee sK es e x e cuting on o ne or mor e prooeoooto, or transmitted botwoon two or moK 
proceoaos a x e omiTifi on one or moro procoosoni employed to evaluate the p erformaTinR nf 
the statistical model for a data mining application that evaluates personal data . 
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